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ANNUAL REPORT FROM YOUTH PROTECTION DIRECTORS AND PROVINCIAL
DIRECTORS: ARE CHILDREN STILL A PRIORITY?

Baie-Comeau, June 11, 2026 — With the release of their 2025-2026 Annual Report, Québec’s Directors of
Youth Protection and Provincial Directors (DYP-PDs) are calling for collective reflection: Do we truly make
children a priority in the choices we make as a society?

Growing needs, increasingly complex situations

Every day, Québec's Directors of Youth Protection and Provincial Directors (DYP-PDs) intervene on behalf
of the children and families in highly vulnerable situations. Over the past several years, the DYP-PDs have

observed an increase in both the complexity of cases and the level of needs among young people and their
families, in a social context undergoing profound change.

Recent data points to the fragility of young people’s mental health. More than half of students show signs of
social anxiety, a reality that affects not only their well-being and development, but also their academic
achievement.

Systems under pressure

The health and social services network and the education system are also facing significant challenges in
terms of capacity and adaptability. Delays in providing support and services can lead to a worsening of
situations, requiring far more complex interventions.

Making children a true societal priority

Given this context, difficult choices must be made. Making children a priority means focusing on the

essentials:

e Investing in meeting basic needs such as food, housing, and an adequate income;

e  Strengthening existing services;

e  Enhancing preventive measures and supporting children’s living environments (schools, daycare
centers, etc.).

The new strategy launched by the Québec government to support youth, prevent psychosocial difficulties,
and strengthen family services, entitled La stratégie nationale pour la protection de I'enfance, sets out,
among other things, directions that support this approach and affirms that protecting children is a shared
responsibility.

The DYP-PDs emphasize that every decision matters. Whether in education, health care, the economy,
housing or social policy, the well-being of children must remain a central consideration.
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Regional statistics for 2025-2026

e 3230 reports processed for 15 958 children on the North Shore, which represents 9 children per day,
a 9.2% decrease compared to last year.
o 800 reports were accepted for further assessment, which represents 24.8% of reports processed.
e 71.2% of children placed in the care of the DPJ have remained in their family environment (33.8%) or
entrusted to a relevant third party (37.4%).
o The four main problems related to the development and safety of children who require youth protection
follow-up are:
1. Serious risk of neglect: 32.9%
2. Neglect: 29.6%
3. Psychological ill-treatment: 7.7%
4. Physical abuse: 7.5%
204 teenagers received services under the Youth Criminal Justice Act (YCJA), which represents a
5.7% increase compared to last year.

Provincial statistics 2025-2026

o 144 321 reports were processed concerning 107 273 children in Québec, representing 6.4% of
children aged 0 to 17 in the province. This represents a 1.4% increase in reports compared to last
year.

o Of these 144 321 reports, fewer than one third were retained for further assessment by Youth
Protection Services (27.5%), affecting 34 321 children.

e 52.1% of children receiving services from Youth Protection remained in their family environment. In
addition, 18.3% were placed with significant others.

o 10507 adolescents received services under the Youth Criminal Justice Act (YCJA), representing a
4.1% increase compared to last year.

To consult the report: https://www.cisss-cotenord.gouv.qc.ca/en/documentation/reports/reports-from-the-
director-of-youth-protection/
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